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An 87-year-old resident in Birmingham gives $30,000 to a stranger who offers to fix her computer that isn’t

broken.

An 81-year-old resident in Wayne gives $43,000 to a stranger who claims to be from the U.S. Department of

Justice.

An elderly resident from Bloomfield Township is tricked into sending $1,950 to a stranger who claims to be an

attorney representing her grandson.

One of out every 20 older adults is a victim of fraud, according to the Department of Justice. Con artists are

getting away with thousands of dollars in these financial scams and, in most cases, the money is almost impossible to recover.

Farmington resident Peter Lichtenberg, director of the Institute of Gerontology at Wayne State University, has come up with a tool to protect the elderly
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